
 
Experience: 
Lead Resident Maker (Summer 2015 and Summer 2016) 
Science Center of Iowa  
Developed and lead workshops for middle school students and for families with young children. 
Workshops explored the “Maker” mindset, covering a wide variety of topics including art, nature, 
engineering, music, woodworking, and electronics. Supervised workshop volunteers and two Resident 
Makers.  Provided pre-workshop orientation, task assignments, and post-workshop evaluation. Assisted in 
adapting and presenting material to adult groups during evening events.   
 
Research Assistant (2012-2015) 
Iowa State University’s Center for Sustainable Rural Livelihoods  
Conducted research in Kamuli, Uganda on how new communication technologies affect the ability of an 
agricultural extension service to serve clients in remote locations. The two field research trips required 
working within cultural expectations, flexibility, and a sense of adventure when things didn’t go according 
to plan. Created the Center for Sustainable Rural Livelihood’s promotional brochures and donor reports.  
 
Exhibits Specialist (2014) 
Science Center of Iowa  
Assisted in concept development, design, construction, and installation of the new Maker Studio exhibit. 
Areas of responsibility included interpretation, writing copy, managing volunteers, constructing display 
towers, and troubleshooting display components.  
 
Programs Presenter (2011-2012) 
Science Center of Iowa  
Presented programs, demonstrations, and lab classes to the general public and school groups. Topics 
covered a wide variety of scientific disciplines including astronomy, chemistry, biology, and geology.  
 
Education:  
Master of Communication (all requirements completed, graduation scheduled December 2016) Iowa State 
University’s Greenlee School  
Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Biochemistry (2006-2011) Iowa State University 
Graduated Valedictorian, Ranked 1 of 678 students (2006) Eisenhower High School   
Competitive STEM magnet high school (2002-2006) Utica Center for Math Science and Technology  

 
Academic Achievements: 
Recipient of the Pete Meehan Graduate Scholarship, a competitive prize awarded for thesis work that 
contributes to the advancement of communication theory and humanitarian concerns 
National Merit Scholar 
Member of the National Society of Collegiate Scholars 
Member of the Honors College at Iowa State University  
Top Science Student Award (Utica Center for Math Science and Technology) 
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Personal Traits: 
 
One of my defining traits is my passion – others often comment on my intensity when I am working on 
something, whether I care deeply about the topic or I am motivated solely by my desire to do a good job. I 
love learning and trying new things. One of the most rewarding things I do is share new knowledge with 
others – the “aha” moment when someone grasps a new concept or discovers a new interest never fails to 
reaffirm my passion for teaching.   
 
Interpretation is one of my strengths, especially when breaking down challenging concepts to age- and 
time-appropriate explanations. Many years of teaching in various capacities has given me the ability to 
identify how different people learn and adjust my interactions with them to cater to their unique learning 
style and situation. Although I work well with others in any capacity, I thrive in leadership roles and work 
well with minimal supervision. 
 
I am quick to identify what needs to be done in any given situation and then take the responsibility to 
attend to it myself or alert the appropriate party. My experience working at the Science Center of Iowa in 
several different capacities has helped me become adept at working within a complicated system, as well 
as giving me tremendous insight into how each aspect of science education combines to create meaningful 
experiences and learning outcomes for visitors.  
 
I have nurtured a passion for nature from an early age, spending as much time outdoors as I could. This 
habit has carried into adulthood. Studying the sciences as an adult has only served to deepen my 
appreciation and concern for the environment, and conservation topics are of great interest to me.  
 
 
Extracurricular Interests: 
 
I enjoy all things active and outdoors, including hiking, paddling, and camping. I love canoeing the Skunk 
River and wading in the Squaw Creek, and take part in Ames watershed clean-up activities on local rivers 
and streams whenever I can.  
 
I love animals of all shapes and sizes, and spend much of my free time riding, training, and caring for my 
two horses. I also occasionally teach riding lessons and exercise or train others’ horses.  
 
I am a first degree black belt in Taekwondo at the Iowa State Club. Over the years I have spent many hours 
working out, volunteering, refereeing tournaments, and teaching classes. In 2011, I served as the Club 
President and Team Captain of the Collegiate Taekwondo Nationals Competition Team. I also served as 
Head Conductor for several years, in charge of training new conductors and running belt rank testing.  
 
I am an ardent “Maker” and I love to work with my hands. I particularly enjoy woodworking and sewing. My 
time as a Maker at the Science Center has allowed me both to explore new aspects of these skills and to 
discover new areas to learn about, such as electronics. I absolutely love to learn new skills and nothing 
piques my interest like being introduced to a topic in which I have no previous experience.  
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